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October 22, 2008
Motorola combines WIPS security with WLAN access points

Cost savings expected from reduced need for separate security layer

http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9117809&intsrc=news_ts_head
By Matt Hamblen
Motorola Inc. said it has enhanced its wireless LAN access points by equipping them hardware-based wireless intrusion-prevention system sensors from AirDefense Inc.
Integrating the WIPS sensors into the access points will lower wireless deployment costs, since many businesses apply a separate network security layer for their wireless LANs, said Kevin Goulet, senior director of product marketing for enterprise WLANs at Motorola. 
The sensors have been added to Motorola's AP-5131 and AP-7131 access points. Pricing was not disclosed for the WIPS-equipped AP-7131, which will be available in the first quarter of 2009. However, Goulet said that a business could save $200 per access point, because that's how much it would cost to purchase and install a separate sensor.

Motorola purchased AirDefense in September, and about 100 AirDefense staffers had been working on the new product prior to the close of the sale. 

The AP-7131 will provide combined sensor and AP capability for 802.11 a/b/g/n functionality, while the AP-5131 will support 802.11 a/b/g only, Goulet said.

Jasyn Voshell, manager of enterprise security at Textron Inc. in Providence, R.I., said the company is evaluating the Motorola access points. "While the cost savings are extremely important to us, the physical management of the hardware is as important," he said via e-mail. "The ability to deploy one hardware unit and combine the infrastructure would decrease overall costs." 

The use of the Motorola technology at Textron and its associated businesses could reach up to 30,000 workers, he said.

