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By Anil Sharma
Motorola (News - Alert) has acquired AirDefense, a wireless LAN (WLAN) security provider. As previously announced on July 28, 2008, Motorola signed a definitive agreement to acquire privately-heldAirDefense (News - Alert), which will become a wholly owned subsidiary of Motorola integrated into Motorola's Enterprise Mobility business. 

This acquisition allows Motorola to further complement its assets in RF diagnostics and planning as well as its strengths in RF management. 

 

"The acquisition of AirDefense by Motorola was the logical next step to a very successful three-year OEM partnership," said Kathy Paladino, president of Motorola's Enterprise Mobility business, in a statement. 

 

"Together with AirDefense, Motorola will secure enterprise networks with a common platform solution providing superior indoor and outdoor wireless protection for users operating in a variety of settings including corporate headquarters, manufacturing and distribution plants, and remote branch offices,” added Paladino.

 

Motorola is known around the world for innovation in communications. The company develops technologies, products and services that make mobile experiences possible. Our portfolio includes communications infrastructure, enterprise mobility solutions, digital set-tops, cable modems, mobile devices and Bluetooth accessories. 

 

"We are excited to unite our people, processes and technology with Motorola to ensure secure wireless mobility today and in the future as customers migrate to 802.11n, mesh networking and fixed-mobile convergence," said Mike Potts, former chief executive officer of AirDefense. 

 

"The AirDefense solution has already been successfully delivered, installed and validated with over 800 leading enterprises worldwide, including numerous direct Motorola customers. The Motorola-AirDefense platform will continue to exceed the global needs of the WIPS market allowing our customers to enjoy comprehensive wireless security regardless of their WLAN infrastructure,” explained Potts.

 

AirDefense is a provider of wireless intrusion prevention systems (WIPS) that enable corporations to secure their networks against wireless security threats and to comply with regulatory and industry requirements. 

 

The combination of Motorola's WLAN infrastructure and AirDefense's features will further enhance network security offerings with next-generation, gap-free security for every enterprise user via integrated wireless firewall, AAA, VPN, locationing and industry-best WIPS ensuring FIPS and Common Criteria EAL-4 validated security for PCI, SOX and HIPAA-compliant protection around the clock. 

 

"This transaction is a tremendous opportunity for Motorola to enhance its WLAN portfolio by utilizing AirDefense's relationships and technology to further integrate WIPS security solutions into our WLAN infrastructure offerings," said Sujai Hajela, vice president and general manager, Motorola Enterprise Wireless LAN division. 

 

"We look forward to deepening our integration to meet our customers' demand for a secure and reliable all-wireless enterprise at the lowest total cost of ownership while continuing to offer and enhance AirDefense's vendor-agnostic security and management solutions,” Hajela added.

 

Enterprise WLAN is part of Motorola's portfolio of innovative wireless broadband solutions and services that complement and complete IP networks. Delivering IP coverage to virtually all spaces both indoors and outdoors, the portfolio includes fixed broadband, mesh, broadband over powerline, and Enterprise WLAN solutions for private and public networks that, together, truly deliver the wireless enterprise.

